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T he Chicago Audubon Society 
is delighted to announce our 
eleventh Birding America 

Symposium to be held at North Park 
University in 
Chicago on 
March 19. Join 
us to discover 
great places, great 
people and great 
birds presented 
by national and 
international 
experts who will 
speak on topics 
ranging from 
local, to national, to international 
birding areas. The presenters will offer 
inside information on some of the 
most rewarding places to bird—from 

Michigan to New York, from Australia 
to the Seychelles, highlighting resident 
as well as migratory birds. Also offered 
will be special sessions on bird song, 

bird migration, 
and monitoring. 
This is an excel-
lent opportunity 
to share your 
enthusiasm with 
others who love 
birds and want to 
protect them. All 
levels of birders 
are welcome. 
Beginning birders 

are encouraged to attend! Go to Page 3 
for complete registration information, 
and see Page 2 for map and driving 
directions.

Symposium Schedule and Speakers

8:15–9:00 a.m. Registration and Refreshments

9:00 a.m. — Keynote Speaker (In Lecture Hall Auditorium)
Kevin McGowan, Ph.D., Project Manager, Distance Learning Bird Biology 
of the Cornell Lab of Ornithology, will present Social Behavior of Birds. 
To Know the Crow: Surprising Findings from Over a Quarter Century of 
Studying Crows.

10:15 a.m. — Presentations
a) Beau Schaefer, Avid Lake County Lister, Big Day Birder, Biology 

Teacher: Birding the Chain O Lakes State Park, Lake County, Illinois.
b) Wendy Paulson, Birder, Conservationist, Teacher: Birding Central Park, 

New York City.
c) Peter Kasper, Bird Site Monitor, Fermi National Accelerator 

Laboratory, Physicist: Birds of Australia.
d) Sheryl DeVore, Chicago Audubon Board Member and author Birds 

of Illinois: Bird Song Primer: Why Birds Sing and How to Recognize 
Their Melodies and Calls.

11:15 a.m. — Presentations
e) Doug Stotz, Senior Conservation Ecologist, Bird Division, Field 

Museum: Birding the Hennepin Wetlands and Emiquon National 
Wildlife Refuge of Illinois.

f) Sam Burckhardt, Chicago Ornithological Society: Birding Eastern 
Michigan; Kirtland’s Warbler nesting areas.

g) Glyn Dawson, Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, University of 
Chicago: Top Birding Spots in the UK.

h) Kevin McGowan: A talk about birds in New York State—A Dynamic 
History of the Birds of New York, looking at the change in bird distribu-
tions over the last 200 years, including the dramatic changes described 
in his book, The Second Atlas of Breeding Birds of New York State.

12:00 p.m. — Lunch

1:00 p.m. — Presentations
i) Bob Fisher and Vicky Sroczynski, Bird Conservation Network, and 

DuPage Birding Club: Waterfall Glen and Greene Valley, Two Bird 
Diversity Hot Spots of DuPage County, Illinois.

j) Vince Cavalieri, Biologist, US Fish & Wildlife: The Great Lakes Piping 
Plover Recovery Project.

k) Mary Lou Mellon, Past President, Bird Conservation Network: Birding 
the Seychelles Islands, a Tropical Paradise in the Indian Ocean.

l) Amar Ayyash, Math Teacher; Board of Directors–Illinois 
Ornithological Society; Gull website anythinglarus.com: Gull ID in 
the Great Lakes Region.

2:00 p.m. — Presentations
m) Brad Bumgardner, Park Interpretive Naturalist, Indiana Dunes 

State Park: Birding the Indiana Dunes and other Indiana Lakeshore 
Locations.

n) Nicholas Lund, National Parks Conservation Association; Senior 
Manager, Landscape Conservation Program: Birding in the National 
Parks.

o) Josh Engel, Field Museum and Tropical Birding Tours: Birding Under 
Buddha's Gaze in the Mountains of Bhutan.

p) Charlotte Adelman and Bernard L. Schwartz, authors of 
The Midwestern Native Garden ... : Creating Bird and Butterfly 
Friendly Backyards and Gardens with Native Alternatives to Nonnative 
Flowers and Plants.

3:00 p.m. — Closing Speaker (In Lecture Hall Auditorium)
Joel Greenberg, Research Associate, Chicago Academy of Sciences Peggy 
Notebaert Nature Museum and the Field Museum will present Of Birds and 
Murder: The Life of Nathan Leopold.

Piping Plover.
Photo by Vince Cavalieri, USFWS.American Crow.

Photo by Kevin J. McGowan.

Hybrid Laughing x Ring-billed Gull (adult).  Photo by Amar Ayyash.
 

Yellow-cheeked TIt.  Photo by Josh Engel.
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Driving directions to North Park University, 3225 West Foster Avenue, Chicago:

From the north: Take 
I-94 eastbound (Edens 
Expressway) to the Cicero 
exit (to Foster). Take Cicero 
south to Foster Avenue, turn 
east (left) on Foster and 
continue to Kedzie, about 
two miles.

From the south: Take 
I-94 westbound (Dan Ryan 
Expressway) and proceed 
northwest on I-90/94 
(Kennedy Expressway). 
Exit at Kimball Avenue. 
Travel north (right) on 
Kimball about two miles to 
Foster Avenue and turn east 
(right) on Foster. Proceed 
two blocks, to Kedzie.

From the west: (Or 
from O’Hare Airport) 
take I-90/94 eastbound 
(Kennedy) to the Austin exit 
(to Foster). At the end of the 
exit ramp, turn east (left) 
and follow the curve to 
reach Foster. Turn east (left) 
on Foster and continue to 
Kedzie, about three miles.

From the east: Take Lake 
Shore Drive (from either 
direction) to the Foster 
Avenue exit. Travel west 
on Foster and continue to 
Kedzie, about three miles.

Parking is free in the University lot on the southeast corner of Foster and Kedzie. 
On-street parking is available in the immediate vicinity of the Campus. Additional parking available 

in lot at Kedzie and Carmen (just south of river). Turn left at Carmen for entrance.

For more information, contact the Chicago Audubon office at 773-539-6793 or go to chicagoaudubon.org.

Map and directions for
BIRDING AMERICA  XI

Comoro Blue Pigeons.  Photo by Mary Lou Mellon.
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Registration for BIRDING AMERICA XI

Date: Saturday, March 19, 2016 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Location: North Park University, 3225 West Foster Ave, Chicago

Please complete the form and mail with your check or card info 
to the address below. (Do not mail your check to North Park University.)

Send completed form with check made payable to:
Chicago Audubon Society
5801-C North Pulaski Road
Chicago, IL 60646-6057

OR you may register at our website, chicagoaudubon.org

If you have questions, call Chicago Audubon office phone at 773-539-6793.

Name          

Address         

City          State       Zip   

Email          

Phone          

REGISTRATION and LUNCH: (Walk-in registration is permitted, $50)

Attendees Prices Price per person Quantity Total
Chicago Audubon or 
National Audubon Members $40

Cornell Laboratory of 
Ornithology Members $40

Non-members $50

Lunch choices (optional) 
Must be reserved 

by March 9
Price per lunch Quantity Total

Ham & Swiss on Kaiser roll 
with lettuce and tomato $10

Turkey & Monterey Jack 
cheese on wheat roll with 
lettuce and tomato

$10

Roast Beef & Cheddar 
cheese on Kaiser roll with 
lettuce and tomato

$10

Vegetarian Focaccia with 
Fresh Vegetables and Herb 
Cream Cheese

$10

GRAND TOTAL

PRESENTATIONS PREFERENCES:
To help us plan room assignments for each time slot, please circle the letter 
corresponding to the sessions listed on the left that you are most likely to 
attend:

10:15 a.m. Sessions: a b c d

11:15 a.m. Sessions: e f g h

1:00 p.m. Sessions: i j k l

2:00 p.m. Sessions: m n o p

PAYMENT METHOD:

 A check for grand total is enclosed. (Send to address at top of form.)

 Please charge my credit card (Visa, MasterCard, Discover).

Credit card number           

Exp. date          Name on card         

OR call office at 773‑539‑6793 to charge your registration over the phone.

Symposium Schedule and Speakers

8:15–9:00 a.m. Registration and Refreshments

9:00 a.m. — Keynote Speaker (In Lecture Hall Auditorium)
Kevin McGowan, Ph.D., Project Manager, Distance Learning Bird Biology 
of the Cornell Lab of Ornithology, will present Social Behavior of Birds. 
To Know the Crow: Surprising Findings from Over a Quarter Century of 
Studying Crows.

10:15 a.m. — Presentations
a) Beau Schaefer, Avid Lake County Lister, Big Day Birder, Biology 

Teacher: Birding the Chain O Lakes State Park, Lake County, Illinois.

b) Wendy Paulson, Birder, Conservationist, Teacher: Birding Central Park, 
New York City.

c) Peter Kasper, Bird Site Monitor, Fermi National Accelerator 
Laboratory, Physicist: Birds of Australia.

d) Sheryl DeVore, Chicago Audubon Board Member and author Birds 
of Illinois: Bird Song Primer: Why Birds Sing and How to Recognize 
Their Melodies and Calls.

11:15 a.m. — Presentations
e) Doug Stotz, Senior Conservation Ecologist, Bird Division, Field 

Museum: Birding the Hennepin Wetlands and Emiquon National 
Wildlife Refuge of Illinois.

f) Sam Burckhardt, Chicago Ornithological Society: Birding Eastern 
Michigan; Kirtland’s Warbler nesting areas.

g) Glyn Dawson, Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, University of 
Chicago: Top Birding Spots in the UK.

h) Kevin McGowan: A talk about birds in New York State—A Dynamic 
History of the Birds of New York, looking at the change in bird distribu-
tions over the last 200 years, including the dramatic changes described 
in his book, The Second Atlas of Breeding Birds of New York State.

12:00 p.m. — Lunch

1:00 p.m. — Presentations
i) Bob Fisher and Vicky Sroczynski, Bird Conservation Network, and 

DuPage Birding Club: Waterfall Glen and Greene Valley, Two Bird 
Diversity Hot Spots of DuPage County, Illinois.

j) Vince Cavalieri, Biologist, US Fish & Wildlife: The Great Lakes Piping 
Plover Recovery Project.

k) Mary Lou Mellon, Past President, Bird Conservation Network: Birding 
the Seychelles Islands, a Tropical Paradise in the Indian Ocean.

l) Amar Ayyash, Math Teacher; Board of Directors–Illinois 
Ornithological Society; Gull website anythinglarus.com: Gull ID in 
the Great Lakes Region.

2:00 p.m. — Presentations
m) Brad Bumgardner, Park Interpretive Naturalist, Indiana Dunes 

State Park: Birding the Indiana Dunes and other Indiana Lakeshore 
Locations.

n) Nicholas Lund, National Parks Conservation Association; Senior 
Manager, Landscape Conservation Program: Birding in the National 
Parks.

o) Josh Engel, Field Museum and Tropical Birding Tours: Birding Under 
Buddha's Gaze in the Mountains of Bhutan.

p) Charlotte Adelman and Bernard L. Schwartz, authors of 
The Midwestern Native Garden ... : Creating Bird and Butterfly 
Friendly Backyards and Gardens with Native Alternatives to Nonnative 
Flowers and Plants.

3:00 p.m. — Closing Speaker (In Lecture Hall Auditorium)
Joel Greenberg, Research Associate, Chicago Academy of Sciences Peggy 
Notebaert Nature Museum and the Field Museum will present Of Birds and 
Murder: The Life of Nathan Leopold.

Great Hornbill.
Photo by Josh Engel.

Lesser Black-backed Gull (adult).
Photo by Amar Ayyash.

Huge Granitic Boulders of LaDigue Island.
Photo by Mary Lou Mellon.



Bright lights from buildings, along with  
reflective or transparent window and lobby glass,  
are hazards for birds migrating through Chicago. 

 
Each year Chicago Bird Collision Monitors 

recover more than 5000 birds that have suffered  
collisions in the downtown area.  

 
With your participation our rescue and prevention 

efforts can be expanded and more birds can be saved. 
 

YOU CAN HELP: 
Join a morning rescue team. 

Monitor a building where you live or work. 
Transport birds to wildlife rehabilitation centers. 

Support collision prevention work. 
Assist in public outreach and awareness programs. 

 
For more information: 

 www.birdmonitors.net 
773‐988‐1867 

www.birdmonitors.net
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           Bringing The Benefits Of Nature To Your House

    Wrought Iron & Tubular Feeder Poles • Quick ConnectTM Hooks & Hangers • Baffl es • Bird Houses & Feeders and more!

PLEASE RECYCLE
Our aluminum martin 
houses are manufactured 
from 100% recycled aluminum.

1-800-342-3782
Over 95% of our products are

manufactured in our factory

in Chicago.

impOrtant nOtice tO Our readers
There has been some confusion about the 
difference between a National Audubon 
membership and a Chicago Chapter 
membership. A National membership 
by itself does not financially support 
the Chicago Audubon Chapter. National 
Audubon and the Chicago Chapter (and 
all other chapters) have entirely sepa-
rate budgets (except for a small yearly 
stipend from National). In other words, 
the Chicago Chapter has always carried 
the burden of all costs of producing and 
mailing this newsletter and other types 
of mailings that we have been sending 
to both the Chapter members and the 
National members in this area. Because 

of this separation in budgets and because 
we need local support, we are asking 
that you consider becoming a Chapter 
member at this time. Chapter member-
ship will not only help with our imme-
diate need to reduce costs related to the 
newsletter, it will give direct financial 
assistance to our local programs and 
goals and enrich the energy and support 
of the Chapter membership base. If 
you would like to become a Chicago 
Audubon Chapter member or renew your 
existing membership, please fill out the 
form to the right and send it to our office, 
or you may join online at our website 
(chicagoaudubon.org).

Chicago Audubon Society does not rent, lease, trade, or 
otherwise disclose any membership information whatsoever.

Chicago Audubon Membership Form
If you wish to become a new member or to renew an existing membership, 
you may either mail in this form or charge your membership online 
(chicagoaudubon.org). You may also make a straight donation with this 
form or online. If you prefer, you may call the office with your credit card 
information (773-539-6793).

            
Your name
            
Street address
                      
City          State       Zip
            
Phone number   Email

Minimum yearly membership: $25. At $65 or above, new Membership or 
Membership renewal includes an official Chicago Audubon hat.

 Visa      MasterCard      Discover

       
Exact name on card

                 
Card number         Expiration date

Mail your completed form to:
Chicago Audubon Society • 5801-C North Pulaski Rd • Chicago, IL 60646

Calendar of Events Birdwalks, Workdays, Programs January/February 2016

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 
GULL FROLIC, WINTHROP 
HARBOR, LAKE COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS. Sold Out. Reminder 
to everyone who is registered for 
this event, Chicago Audubon and 
Chicago Bird Collision Monitors 
(CBCM) will have information tables 
and materials available for attendees. 
Chicago Audubon Board Members and 
CBCM volunteers will be present to 
answer questions. For those who were 
unable to register this year, begin-
ning early next fall keep checking the 
Illinois Ornithology Society website, 
illinoisbirds.org for registration 
information.

SATURDAY, MARCH 19: 
BIRDING AMERICA XI, North 
Park University. Our biennial all day 
conference for everyone interested in 
birds, wildlife, and the environment. 
See Pages 1–3 for all the registration 
details. Mark your calendars now for 
this exciting event!!

EVERY SATURDAY BIRD 
WALKS, ALL YEAR, WOODED 
ISLAND IN JACKSON PARK, 8:00 
a.m. Weather permitting, these won-
derful walks continue throughout the 
year. Bring binoculars, field guides and 
dress for the weather. Many species are 
seen. Meet at Clarence Darrow Bridge, 

just south of Museum of Science and 
Industry. Everyone is welcome! For 
details and directions, contact Pat 
Durkin at pat.durkin@comcast.net.

EVERY SECOND SATURDAY 
OF EVERY MONTH, ALL YEAR: 
SKOKIE LAGOONS WORKDAYS 
AT 10:00 a.m. These workdays are 
sponsored by Chicago Audubon and 
are continuous throughout the year, 

except for holidays which will 
be pre-posted. Activities include 
buckthorn cutting, brush pile burning 
and other management endeavors. 
Meet at the Tower Road parking 
lot, east of the lagoon bridge in 
Wilmette. Everyone is welcome! 
For further information, call Dave 
Kosnik at 847-456-6368 or email 
skokielagoons@gmail.com.

Reminder to our Readers receiving printed copy 
of our newsletter:
The Compass can be read and enjoyed in color on our website, 
chicagoaudubon.org. Just click on the word “Newsletters” in the top 
row of tabs on the home page to visit our archives. Don’t miss these 
wonderful birds in living color! For historical value, we have added a 
link to the very first Chicago Audubon newsletter. This link is sitting 
on top of the Archive list. Enjoy!

Red-footed Booby Baby.
Photo by Mary Lou Mellon.
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